
Rural Life Conference Set for March 4
By Carol Sanders, writer/editor, UAPB/SAFHS

T
he 60th Rural Life
Conference will be Friday,
March 4, at the Isaac S.

Hathaway-John M. Howard Fine
Arts Center on the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff campus.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
with the opening session at 8:45
a.m. The conference theme is
“Sustainable, Healthy and
Profitable Rural Development.”

Sponsored by the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff School of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Human
Sciences, this year’s conference
features eight workshops, a poster
session highlighting research pro-
jects and exhibits by governmental
and community agencies.

Workshop topics include deal-
ing with timber theft, illegal dump-
ing and other woodland menaces
and forestry practices in EQIP; pro-
duction tips for cow-calf operations
and pasture management; financial
and estate/succession planning.
Also, healthier meals to reduce obe-
sity; reducing the environmental
impact of apparel and home textiles
through selection, use, care/repair
and disposal of textile products; and
engagement of farm pond owners
and high school students in aqua-
culture and fisheries.

Dr. Craig Tucker, research
leader, Warm Water Aquaculture
Research Unit of U.S. Department

of Agriculture, will be the morning
speaker and deliver the S.A. Haley
Memorial Lecture. Kasey Taylor,
UAPB alumna and Natural
Resources Conservation Service
Delaware state conservationist, will
be the luncheon speaker. The lun-
cheon will be at the Pine Bluff
Convention Center.

Preregistration is requested of
everyone even though the confer-
ence is free to producers, home-
makers and retirees. The cost for
professionals and agency personnel
is $50; after Feb. 19, $75. To pre-
register or to get more information,
or if you have special needs, con-
tact Delila Thurman at (870) 575-
8968 or thurmand@uapb.edu.
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Relevant, timely topics are offered to Rural
Life Conference workshop participants.

Dates to Remember

Feb. 18 – Vegetable production

meeting, Lon Mann Cotton

Research Station, 8 a.m., Hwy.

1 S., Marianna.

Feb. 28 – Deadline to sign up

for NAP coverage for most veg-

etables.

March 4 – Rural Life

Conference, Isaac S.

Hathaway-John M. Howard

Fine Arts Center, UAPB cam-

pus, 7:30 a.m.

March 15 – Deadline to sign up

for NAP coverage for tomatoes,

green beans and sweet corn.

March 16 – Vegetable

Production meeting,

Cooperative Extension Service

office, 500 S. Idaho, Pine Bluff.

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
UAPB.SAFHS

Like us on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/
UAPB_SAFHS



NAP Changes in 2016 for 2015 Crop Year
By Dr. Henry English, director, Small Farm Program, UAPB

Know the Average Land Values and Rents in Arkansas
By Dr. Henry English, director, Small Farm Program, UAPB
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Important changes to the
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) took
effect the first of the year. Major
changes include the following:
• Buy-Up Coverage Option –
Perhaps the most significant
change. NAP coverage is now
available at 50, 55, 60 and 65 per-
cent of a farmer’s approved yield
and 100 percent of the average
market price instead of only the
basic coverage of 50 percent of the
yield and 55 percent of the average
market price.
• Fee Waivers and Premium
Reductions – Basic NAP coverage
is now free to all farmers who
qualify as beginning, limited
resource or socially disadvantaged.
Farmers in these categories are
also eligible for a 50 percent
reduction in NAP Buy-Up cover-
age premiums.

• Women Included – Socially
disadvantaged now includes
women. All farmers must certify
their status when applying for cov-
erage at their Farm Service Agency
(FSA) office to get fee waivers or
premium reductions.
• Losses Must be Reported
Within 72 hours – Losses of hand-
harvested crops must be reported
with 72 hours of harvest or when
damage is first apparent and a
written notice filed within 15 cal-
endar days. This is to allow the
U.S. Department of Agriculture to
conduct an accurate inspection of
crops that may deteriorate rapidly.
• Eligibility – Crops plowed
under are NOT eligible for com-
pensation.
• Increase in Maximum NAP
Payment – $125,000 up from
$100,000. 

• Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
Eligibility – Now a simple
$900,000 for each person or entity.
• NAP Crop Tool Online – Tool
online at
http://fsa.usapas.com/NAP.aspx to
help growers figure additional pre-
mium for Buy-UP Coverage. For
help using tool, contact local
Extension associate.

For more information, contact
your local FSA office.

Important changes to NAP took effect this
year.

“Arkansas Land Values and
Cash Rents,” a table compiled by
the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) National
Agricultural Statistics Services
(NASS), provides information on
the average value of both irrigated
and non-irrigated cropland and
pastureland. The next update will
be August 2016.

The table to the right shows the
values for Arkansas cropland and
pastureland. This information may
be used as a guide as to what land
is worth and what it rents for in
Arkansas. Remember, these are
average values only. Information
from local real estate agencies is
another source.



AgDiscovery June 11-24; Application Deadline March 7
By Carol Sanders, writer/editor, UAPB

Applications are now being
accepted for AgDiscovery, the resi-
dential career and science explo-
ration program for teens. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture Animal
and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) and the
University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff (UAPB) have teamed up to
host AgDiscovery June 11-24 on
the UAPB campus.

AgDiscovery is for students
ages 14-17 who are interested in
learning about protecting plants
and animals and career options that
will prepare them to do so.
Students spend two weeks on the
campus of their host university and
learn from APHIS professionals
and university professors.

Students selected for the
UAPB 2016 session pay only the
cost of transportation to and from
UAPB. Room, board and supplies
for the program are covered by
APHIS.

Students must submit an appli-
cation packet postmarked by

March 7 directly to Sophia Kirby,
USDA-APHIS AgDiscovery
Program, Office of Civil Rights,
Diversity and Inclusion, 4700
River Road, Unit 92, Suite 6C-04,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1234

Students submit their applica-
tion packets directly to APHIS, but
they can select their host universi-
ty. “It is important that applicants
follow directions carefully as

APHIS will discard incomplete
applications,” said Willie
Columbus, UAPB AgDiscovery
program coordinator. 

A brochure, information and
application forms are available on
the web at www.aphis.usda.gov/
agdiscovery. Or students can con-
tact Columbus at (870) 575-7252
or email columbusw@uapb.edu.

Inside Tract to USDA Minority Farmers Advisory Committee
By Dr. Henry English, director, Small Farm Program, UAPB

2015 UAPB AgDiscovery participants.
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Dewayne L. Goldmon has
been named to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Minority Farmers Advisory
Committee (MFAC) by
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. The committee provides
farmer, rancher, industry and pub-
lic perspectives on USDA strate-
gies, policies and programs that
impact minority farmers and
ranchers. Goldmon will serve a
two-year term.

Goldmon is owner/operator of
Dell-Cam Farm, Inc., in
Wabbaseka and also director of
stakeholder relations for

Monsanto. Goldmon serves on the
University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff Agriculture, Research and
Extension Advisory Council and is
a member of the National Black
Growers Council.

Dr. Goldmon’s appointment
will allow him to provide informa-
tion on the needs of row crop
farmers to the committee. Also any
farmers or ranchers wishing to
express their concerns to the com-
mittee may contact Dr. Goldmon. 

Dewayne L. Goldman has been named to
USDA’s Minority Farmers Advisory
Committee.



The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff is fully accredited
by The Higher Learning Commission, 230 South LaSalle
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, IL 60604, 1-800-621-
7440/FAX: 312-263-7462. Issued in furtherance of
Extension work, Act of September 29, 1977, in cooperation
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Dr. James O.
Garner Jr., Dean/Director, 1890 Research and Extension
Programs, Cooperative Extension Program, University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff. The Cooperative Extension
Program offers its programs to all eligible persons regard-
less of race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation,
national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran
status, genetic information, or any other legally protected
status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity
Employer.

UAPB SmAll FArm Project StAFF

Edmund Buckner, Interim Dean/Director
Leslie Glover, Associate Dean 
for Outreach and Technology Transfer
Henry English, Project Director – (870) 575-7246
Alexis Cole, Extension Associate - (870) 630-2005
Travis Collins, Extension Associate – (870) 355-7007
Arlanda Jacobs, Extension Associate – (870) 714-5531
Kandi Williams, Extension Associate – (870) 774-0446
Stephan Walker, MultiCounty Agent – (870) 575-7237
Kellye Luckett, Extension Assistant Specialist - 
(870) 575-7226
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University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
Small Farm Outreach
1200 North University Drive
Mail Slot 4906
Pine Bluff, AR  71601

USDA/1890 Scholarship Deadline is April 11
By Carol Sanders, writer/editor, UAPB

Anyone looking to graduate from
a university debt free considers schol-
arships. One worth considering is the
USDA/1890 National Scholars
Program scholarship. Not only can
USDA/1890 National Scholars gradu-
ate from college debt free with a
bachelor’s degree, they have a job
with employee benefits with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
during the summers while in college
and a professional position available
through www.jobsusa.gov upon grad-
uation.

The National Scholars Program
awards scholarships to students
attending one of nineteen 1890
Historically Black Land Grant
Universities who are pursuing a bach-
elor’s degree in agriculture, food, nat-
ural resource sciences or related acad-
emic disciplines. Students receive
tuition, books, room and board. The
scholarship is renewable and contin-

ues for up to four years as long as
normal progress is made towards a
bachelor’s degree.

Recipients are selected by partici-
pating agencies and not an 1890 insti-
tution. Recipients apply for admission
directly to the 1890 institution of their
choice and then submit a scholar’s
program packet. Each 1890 institution
can submit up to 12 packets of quali-
fied candidates to the USDA Office of
Advocacy and Outreach, which con-
tacts the USDA agencies who make
the final selections.

The application deadline is April
11. Application packets are posted on
the web at
http://www.outreach.usda.gov/educa-
tion/1890/index.htm. Click on the
application link near the end of the
application. For more info or help
with the application process, contact
George Richardson, USDA program
liaison at the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff, at (870) 575-7241;

(870) 541-0047 or
richardsong@uapb.edu.

USDA/1890 National Scholars at UAPB are
(l-r standing) Matthew Dismuke, agronomy,
Camden; Daniel Perry, agriculture econom-
ics, Marianna; Jamison Murry, agronomy,
Pine Bluff; Treston Hawkins, agricultural
business major, Dermott; Bria Harris, indus-
trial technology management and applied
engineering, Little Rock; and Elijah
Muhammad, agriculture economics,
Chicago. All are from Arkansas except
Muhammad. Not pictured is Michael Jones,
regulatory science/environmental sciences,
Monticello.  


